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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1965 


Telephone  Nos.  : 
Prudhoe  281/282 


Council  Offices, 

18  South  Road, 
Prudhoe, 

Northumberland. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Swan  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
during  1965. 

1965  was  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Prudhoe  and 
much  of  my  time  in  the  district  was  spent  on  getting  to  know  the  place 
and  its  problems.  As  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  very  little  on  his 
own  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation.  Local  doctors  have  been  invariably  helpful  as  have  the 
other  officers  of  the  Council.  In  the  department  I  was  able  to  lean  on 
Mr.  Tweddle’s  wide  knowledge  of  the  district  and  I  would  not  have  got 
far  without  his  help  or  that  of  Miss  Gray. 

Lastly,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
interest  in  health  matters  and  for  their  readiness  to  act  to  improve  the 
health  of  the  district. 


Yours  faithfully, 

HARRY  C.  T.  SMITH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Healfh. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  1965 
Inhabited  Houses  .  . 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


.  3,889 

.  10,580 

.  3,311 

;^302,709 
.  ;^1,290 


POPULATION  TRENDS 


Year  1951 


9,484 

9,950 

9,990 

10,180 

10,330 

10,490 

10,580 


1956 


1961 


1962 


1963 


1964 


1965 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Numbers 

Females 

Total 

Rates 

1965 

Live  Births 

89 

88 

111 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor  :  0.94 

16.73 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  popul¬ 
ation 

15.72 

Illegitimate  Births  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 
live  births  .  . 

3.39 

Stillbirths 

1 

— 

1 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births  .  . 

5.62 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

90 

88 

178 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  . 

— 

1 

1 

Infant  mortality  rates.  Deaths  in  the 
first  year  of  life  : 
per  1,000  live  births 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  . 

5.65 

Nil 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  in  the  first  month  per  1,000 
live  births 

Nil 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  in  the  first  week  per  1,000 
live  births 

Nil 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  : 

Still  births  +  deaths  in  the  first 
week  per  1,000  total  births 

- 

5.62 

Deaths  . . 

77 

58 

135 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .  . 
Comparability  factor  :  1.12 

12.76 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  pop¬ 
ulation 

14.29 

There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in  Prudhoe  since  1956 


COMPARISON  WITH  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


r> 


Death 

Rate 

(adjusted) 

15.2 

13.6 

14.7 

15.6 

14.3 

13.4 

14.7 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

19.6 

29.4 

39.5 

41.7 

5.6 

44.0 

27.2 

1 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

19.9 

17.9 

28.6 

30.1 

Nil 

29.3 

19.3 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

26.5 

17.8 

28.6 

30.1 

5.7 

31.5 

21.7 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

13.2 

11.7 

11.4 

11.9 

5.6 

18.1 

10.8 

Illegitimate 
Live  Birth 
Rate 

CO  00  Tt 

i-I  L  ic  irj  CO 

1.5 

3.4 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

14.9 

16.3 

15.9 

14.9 

15.7 

14.6 

15.5 

u 

CD 


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CO 

lO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

05 

05 

05 

05 

V-( 

05 

O 

<x> 

05 


CD 

lO 

05 


lO 

cr> 

05 


CO 

05 


COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS  —  1985 
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Death 

Rate 

(adjusted) 

11.5 

12.6 

13.1 

11.8 

14.3 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

0.25 

0.24 

0.31 

Nil 

Nil 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

26.9 

27.6 

27.5 

27.4 

5.6 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

13.0 

12.1 

1 

12.3 

10.6 

Nil 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

19.0 

16.1 

16.6 

11.8 

5.6 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

15.7 

16.9 

16.8 

18.9 

5.6 

Illegitimate 
Live  Birth 
Rate 

6.8 

4.5 

4.5 

3.5 

3.4 

1 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

18.0 

16.3 

16.5 

15.2 

i 

15.7 

Year 

England  and  Wales 
Admin.  County  of 
Northumberland.  . 
Urban  Districts  of 
Northumberland.  . 
South  Area  of 
Northumberland .  . 

Prudhoe  U.D.C. 

o 

■j-j 

u 

a 

b 


o 

s 

u 

Ph 


a  ^ 


A 

Cu 

s 

o 

CJ 


Q 

D 


5 

3  Si 


4-* 

S  ^ 

Q  •tM 

XJ  ^ 

^5 


c 

3 

O 

u 


Births  ..  ..  1.01  0.99  0.96  0.94 

Deaths  ..  ..  1.02  1.10  0.9  1.12 


1 


Oi 


c/5 

<< 

U 

<U 

0:^ 

U 

DC 

H 

O 

DC 

H 

N-t 

Z 

O 

c/5 

M 

< 

cu 

S 

o 

cj 


Death 

Rate 

(adjusted) 

11.8 

13.1 

14.7 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

0.29 

0.28 

Nil 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

29.4 

30.3 

27.2 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

14.3 

14.5 

1 

19.3 

i 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

20.6 

20.0 

21.7 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

17.3 

18.2 

10.8 

Illegitimate 
Live  Birth 
Rate 

6.8 

3.9 

3.4 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

18.1 

16.8 

15.5 

i 

1 

Year 

England  and  Wales 
County  of  North¬ 
umberland 

Prudhoe  U.D.C. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Total 

All  Ages 

4  weeks 
and 
under 

1  year 

1— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

M. 

diseases 

F. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

M. 

2 

— - 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

M. 

4(1) 

— 

— 

bronchus 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and 

M. 

6(1) 

— 

— 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes  . . 

r  , 

M. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

M. 

8(1) 

— 

— 

System 

F. 

9(1) 

— 

— 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

M. 

21(6) 

— 

— 

F. 

11(2) 

— 

— 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

disease 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

M. 

5(1) 

— 

— 

F. 

5(2) 

— 

— 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

22 

Influenza 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

M. 

6(2) 

.  — 

1(1) 

F. 

12(4) 

1 

1(1) 

24 

Bronchitis 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

2(1) 

— 

1(1) 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

M. 

4(4) 

— 

— 

system 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

M. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

duodenum 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

M. 

2(2) 

— 

1(1) 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

M. 

10(5) 

— 

— 

diseases 

F. 

7(3) 

— 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents 

M. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Suicide 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

F. 

■  “ 

~ 

■ 

Total  All  Causes 

M. 

77(26) 

2(2) 

F. 

58(14) 

1 

2(2) 

(The  first  figure  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths  and  the  figures  in  brackets 
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PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1965. 


Age  in  Years 


5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  and 
over 

— 

1(1) 

— 

— 

2 

3(1) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2(1) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1(1) 

7(4) 

1(4) 

1 

1 

3(1) 

2 

3(1) 

5(1) 

6(1) 

3(1) 

4 

4 

5 

5 

1(1) 

— 

— 

1 

1(1) 

1 

1 

1 

2(1) 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1(1) 

1(1) 

— 

1(1) 

1(1) 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

2(2) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

1 

1(1) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1(1) 

3(3) 

2(2) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

— 

2 

1 

1 

14(2) 

7 

1 

3 

1 

17(3) 

15(2) 

1 

2 

1 

6(6) 

4(4) 

3(3) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

4(3) 

3(1) 

10(6) 

3(3) 

20 

21 

indicate  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  deaths). 
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DEATHS 


There  were  forty  deaths  among  long  stay  patients  at  the  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital.  The  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  on 
pages  8  and  9  has  been  adapted  to  show  these  deaths.  The  mid  year 
hospital  population  was  1,482  including  1,423  who  had  been  in  hospital 
for  more  than  six  months.  This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  for  the  hospital 
28.1  per  1,000.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  remaining  population  is 
10.4  per  1,000. 


Principal  causes  of  death 


Excluding  Prudhoe 
Total  &'  Monkton 

Hospital  Deaths 


No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Cancer 

17 

12.6 

15 

15.8 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Heart  and  circulatory 

17 

12.6 

15 

15.8 

disease 

46 

34.1 

35 

36.8 

Respiratory  disease 

27 

20.0 

16 

16.8 

Other  disease 

24 

17.8 

11 

11.6 

Violence 

4 

2.9 

3 

3.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  AGE 


Site 

Total 

35  + 

45  + 

55  + 

65  + 

Stomach  .  . 

.  .  M 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pancreas .  . 

.  .  M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Colon 

r 

.  .  M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Larynx  .  . 

.  .  M 

TT 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bronchus .  . 

.  .  M 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breast 

.  .  F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ovary 

.  .  F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Testis 

.  .  M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hodgkins  disease  m 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leukaemia 

.  .  M 

F 

1 

— 

' 

— 

1 

Totals 

.  .  M 

13 

1 

2 

5 

3 

F 

4 

1 

1 

to  to 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  notified  during  1965 

Only  one  new  case  was  notified,  a  boy  aged  7  years,  at  the  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary 

.Non- Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

January,  1965 

25 

16 

11 

1 

59 

December,  1965 

25 

16 

11 

1 

59 

Prudhoe  &  Monkton  Hospital 

January,  1965 

7 

9 

1 

1 

18 

December,  1965 

8 

9 

1 

1 

19 

Comparison  with  previous  years 

(excluding  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases) 


Year 

New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  (S’ 
Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Average  1951  —  1955  .  . 

10 

2 

1 

Average  1956  —  1960  .  . 

5 

1 

1 

1961.. 

3 

— 

1 

1962.. 

1 

1 

1 

1963.. 

5 

— 

2 

1964.. 

4 

— 

— 

1965.. 

— 

— 

12 


i4 

< 

H 

O 

H 


O  -rf 


C/3 

U 

(/3 

U 

C/5 

Cl 

c/5 

U) 

o 

H 

U 

u 

b 


+ 

ir> 

CO 

1  1  1 

-64 

1 

IC 

Age 

1 

IC 

CO  ic  i-i 

05  CO 

1 

iO>  O  1 

05  --1  1 

1 

05  I  1 

o 

<1> 

•  >  . 

tu  IH 

F^  fl 

'b  00 
^  C/5  Q 


Dec. 

3 

CO 

Nov. 

22 

22 

Oct. 

51 

2 

53 

Sept. 

7 

Aug. 

11 

F— < 

Z 

9 

Ain[ 

00 

June 

25 

2 

1 

00 

May 

1 

5 

CO 

Apr. 

8 

4 

(M 

Mar. 

59 

8 

67 

Feb. 

4 

5 

05 

Jan. 

4 

18 

22 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever.  . 
Dysentery 

Totals  .  . 

13 


Measles 

In  1961  and  1963  sharp  outbreaks  of  measles  occurred.  The  peak 
number  of  cases  occurred  two  months  after  the  commencement  of  the 
outbreak  and  then  the  cases  rapidly  subsided.  In  1964  and  1965  however 
cases  occurred  sporadically  without  any  large  number  at  a  given  time. 

Scarlet  Fever 

An  unusually  large  number  of  cases  occurred.  The  infection  was 
ver}^  mild  and  no  complications  were  reported.  Cases  occurred  throughout 
the  district  over  a  period  of  months.  No  common  source  was  detected 
and  it  was  concluded  that  the  mode  of  spread  was  person  to  person  with 
a  large  number  of  carriers. 


Salmonella  Infections 

One  case  of  Salmonella  bredeney  occurred  in  a  baby.  This  infection 
was  thought  to  have  been  acquired  outside  the  district.  Specimens  were 
taken  from  other  members  of  the  family,  two  of  whom  were  found  to  be 
infected. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Immunisation  and  vaccination  are  given  according  to  the  following 
schedule  ; — 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Age 

3  months 

4  months 

5  months 
7  months 

1 — 2  years 
2  years 
4 — 5  years 
8 — 10  years 
10 — 12  years 


Vaccine 

Triple  antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and 
Whooping  Cough)  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Triple  antigen 

Triple  antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox  vaccination 

Triple  antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria  Tetanus.  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria  Tetanus 

B.C.G.  (to  those  negative  to  skin  test) 


The  tables  below  give  the  number  of  children  immunised  in  Prudhoe 
during  1965.  The  figures  for  diphtheria,  tetanus,  pertussis  and  polio¬ 
myelitis  are  satisfactory.  The  final  injection  to  children  aged  9 — 10  is 
usually  given  at  school  but  it  is  found  convenient  to  visit  schools  once 
every  two  years.  Thus  very  few  children  in  Prudhoe  were  given  the 
injection  last  year. 


Vaccine 

1965 

1964 

fEAR  OI 

1963 

5'  Birth 
1962 

1958 

—61 

1949 

—57 

Total 

Primary  diphtheria  /  tet¬ 
anus  /  pertussis  includ¬ 
ing  one  or  two  where 
only  diphtheria/tetanus 
was  given 

62 

113 

5 

4 

2 

186 

Reinforcing  diphtheria  / 
tetanus/pertussis 

_ 

6 

134 

19 

37 

_ 

196 

Reinforcing  diphtheria  / 
tetanus  including  one  or 
two  where  only  diph¬ 
theria  or  only  tetanus 
were  given 

2 

2 

113 

4 

121 

Primary  poliomyelitis 

57 

131 

10 

7 

3 

— 

208 

Reinforcing  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

6 

2 

156 

2 

166 

Primary  smallpox 

78 

42 

1 

1 

— 

— 

122 

B.C.G . 

110 

110 
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SERVICES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

In  1961,  there  were  1,218 

there  are  probably  more  now.  Of  these 

and  a  further  360  were  in  two-person  households  ^jth 

pensionable  age.  Most  old  people  manage  \  relatives  move 

help  from  relatives  and  friends.  Increasingly  ho\  .„i.,„.arv  or  official 

aw^y,  old  persons  are  left  Xly  are 

sources.  The  mam  organisations  helping  the  eiaeriy  a  National 

Health  Service,  National  Insurance  and  Pensions  Service  and  the  National 
Assistance  Bolrd.  It  would  seem  useful  to  review  help  given  by  other 
sources  both  statutory  and  voluntary. 

Housing 

Prudhoe  has  1,645  council  houses  ;  232  of  these  aie  suitable 
elderly  including  ten  recently  completed.  Ihese  ten  „  ^905 

sltetjve  been  specially  designed  for  tl- -ds  o  ol^ 
discussion  took  place  on  the  extension  of  this  site  to  prov 

facilities  for  the  elderly. 

Housing  authorities  are  finding  it  more  and  more  worthwhile  ^  buiW 

are  usually  small  and  with  low  rents. 


Health  and  Welfare 

Under  this  heading  can  be  grouped  all  the  services  administered  by 
the  County  Council. 

The  work  of  the  district  nurses  is  largely  concerned  with  the  elderly 
and  health  visitors  also  see  a  number  of  old  persons. 

The  Countv  Welfare  Officers  who  are  also  Mental  Welfare  C>fficers 

arrange  adimssiUs  to  old  persons'  homes  and  g^ve  supe™ 
to  a  number  of  old  people  m  the  d'^faich  In  a  few  cases  tempo^  y 
sions  to  hospitals  at  part  111  accommodation  is  arrangea  ro  gi 
a  holiday. 

The  home  help  service  is  i^  \”g«jiyj°“7urig*"96l"  sTLme 
ij:iptwr:ny0^:r;cr;ur95hlses^served,  81  were  elderly. 

Prudhoe  clinic.  Persons  are  seen 

by  are  treated  at  home. 

A  large  amount  of  ^.P-nt  is  ‘-^yfrom  the^Area 

‘‘oinmodS  bX^nf  rubber  sheeting  -d  ™gs  bac^  hospital  beds, 
etc.,  are  all  supplied.  This  is  a  service  which  is  increasing. 

’  The  home  teacher  for  the  blind  visits  all  registered  blind  persons  in 
the  district.  Nowadays  most  blind  persons  are  elde  y. 
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Voluntary  Services 

Both  the  County  and  District  Councils  have  power  to  contribute  lO 
voluntary  organisations  concerned  with  helping  the  elderly. 


Meals  on  Wheels 

Arrangements  were  made  during  1965  for  twelve  meals  to  be  deliver¬ 
ed  twice  weekly  to  housebound  old  people.  The  service  did  not  actually 
start  until  1966.  This  is  a  very  useful  service  for  the  housebound  elderly 
and  a  complementary  service  for  the  more  active  is  a  luncheon  club.  This 
has  a  useful  social  function  as  well  as  providing  a  meal  and  it  is  hoped 
that  one  will  soon  be  started  in  Prudhoe. 

Clubs 

There  are  two  in  the  district  —  Mickley  Over  60’s  and  Prudhoe 
Over  60’s  Club.  These  clubs  arrange  social  functions  for  the  elderly  and 
hold  regular  meetings.  They  also  act  as  a  useful  pressure  group  to  voice 
the  needs  of  the  elderly. 

Prudhoe  has  in  the  past  been  a  close  knit  community  and  the  care 
of  the  elderly  has  been  readily  undertaken  by  relatives  and  friends.  As 
time  goes  on,  the  mobility  of  the  population  increases,  and  a  number  of 
the  elderly  are  left  without  relatives  in  the  district  and  perhaps  without 
friends.  Some  sort  of  scheme  has  to  be  organised  for  such  isolated  elderly 
people.  The  first  job  is  of  course  to  find  them  and  the  second  to  see  that 
they  are  able  to  make  use  of  the  various  statutory  services.  Thirdly  many 
are  needing  help  with  shopping,  cleaning,  decorating  and  gardening, 
others  just  need  a  friendly  visit  now  and  again.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
worthwhile  fields  for  voluntary  effort  in  the  future. 


17 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Kendal  for  the  description  of  the  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  works  which  follows. 

The  first  sewage  works  at  Low  Prudhoe  were  constructed  to  give 
treatment  to  sewage  from  the  Castle  Dene  and  Prudhoe  Station  areas 
only. 

During  the  war  years,  the  Ministry  of  Supply  Factory  was  built  in 
Prudhoe  on  the  site  of  the  present  I.C.I.  Works.  This  meant  that  the 
sewage  works  had  to  be  moved  to  their  present  site  —  the  original  works 
now  being  buried  under  the  western  end  of  the  waste  chalk  heap. 

In  1946  an  extension  was  made  to  the  works  so  that  small  unit 
disposal  works  at  West  Wylam  and  Halfway  could  be  closed  down  and 
all  the  sewage  delivered  to  Low  Prudhoe.  The  works  at  this  time  were  of 
a  considerable  size. 

Due  to  the  development  of  the  district,  and  the  increase  in  water 
consumption  of  the  population,  these  works  were  found  to  be  overloaded 
in  1954  and  a  scheme  was  prepared  for  extensive  alterations  both  to  the 
works  and  to  the  sewerage  system.  The  settling  tank  capacity  was 
almost  doubled  and  new  filters,  humus  tanks  and  drying  beds  were 
constructed  together  with  additional  pumping  capacity.  The  sewerage 
system  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  a  new  main  outfall  sewer  was 
laid  from  West  Wylam  via  Broomhouse  Lane  to  Low  Prudhoe.  This  was 
intended  to  deal  with  drainage  from  the  proposed  housing  at  West  Wylam. 

In  1960  a  relief  sewer  was  laid  westwards  from  Castle  Dene  to  the 
Mickley  sewage  works  ;  on  completion  of  this  main  sewer,  the  Mickley 
works  were  discontinued  and  the  western  areas  were  then  drained  by 
gravity  sewer  to  Low  Prudhoe.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  distance 
from  Low  Prudhoe  to  High  Mickley,  which  is  the  furthest  point  we  drain 
by  gravity  to  the  sewage  works,  is  greater  than  the  distance  from  Low 
Prudhoe  works  to  Ovingham,  Ovington,  Horsley  or  Wylam 

The  sewerage  system  as  it  is  established  at  present  is  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  projected  building  developments  over  the  next  five-year 
period.  After  this  time  it  is  possible  that  a  further  survey  would  have  to 
be  made  as  overloading  could  occur,  particularly  in  the  western  districts. 

The  storm  water  sewer  system  within  the  district  is  at  present  working 
satisfactorily  and  flooding  rarely  occurs.  The  main  storm  water  sewers 
deliver  to  open  ditches  at  Adderlane  Gill,  Cheyne  Bank  and  the  Otter 
Burn  at  Eltringham. 

The  district  is  primarily  on  a  separate  system  of  drainage  —  only 
domestic  sewage  being  taken  for  treatment  to  the  works.  Older  parts  of 
the  town  are  still  on  a  combined  system. 

Over  the  past  three  years,  flows  to  the  Low  Prudhoe  works  have 
been  in  excess  of  their  designed  capacity  by  approximately  25%  and 
further  extensions  have  been  planned  with  the  same  method  of  treat¬ 
ment  as  formerly,  i.e.,  low  rate  filtration  and  drying  beds.  In  addition 
the  new  works  will  be  designed  to  keep  manual  labour  to  a  minimum  — 
the  settling  tanks  being  of  an  upward  flow  type  and  the  drying  beds 
linked  by  a  monorail  system  to  the  sludge  storage  areas.  The  digestion 
tanks  will  be  covered  in  order  to  speed  digestion  of  its  sewage  sludge. 
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Alter  completion  ol  the  extensions  the  works  will  be  capable  of 
dealing  with  sewage  from  an  equivalent  population  of  25,000  and  the 
area  covered  by  the  works  will  have  increased  from  an  original  four 
acres  to  ten  acres. 

Regular  sampling  of  effluent  is  taken  by  the  River  Authority.  This 
must  conform  to  Royal  Commission  standards  having  a  biochemical 
oxygen  demand  of  20  and  solids  in  suspension  being  not  more  than  30 
parts  per  million. 

Recently  the  effluent  has  not  complied  with  the  Commission’s 
standard  or  been  accepted  by  the  River  Authority.  The  prime  cause  of 
this  is  as  mentioned  before  —  the  overloading  of  the  works  by  25%. 


General  Information 


Original  Works  : 

Now  buried  under  l.C.l.  chalk  heap 

Population  ; 

Not  known 

Capacity 

Not  known 

Settling  tanks 

1  No. 

Radial  filters 

1  No.  40’  diameter 

Drying  bed 

1  No. 

Low  Prudhoe  Works  1943 

;  On  present  site 

Population  served 

3,500 

Capacity 

80,000  gallons  per  day  D.W.F. 

Storm  overflow  tank 

1  No. 

Settling  tanks 

2  No. 

Radial  filters 

1  No.  75’  diameter 

Humus  tanks 

2  No. 

Drying  beds 

4  No. 

Low  Prudhoe  Works  1946 

Population  served 

8,000 

Capacity 

200,000  gallons  per  day  D.W.F. 

Storm  overflow  tanks 

2  No. 

Settling  tanks 

5  No. 

Radial  filters 

3  No.  —  One  75’  diameter 

Two  90’  diameter 

Humus  tanks 

5  No. 

Drying  beds 

6  No. 

Low  Prudhoe  Works  1957 

Population  served 

10,600 

Capacity 

345,000  gallons  per  day  D.W.F. 

Storm  tanks 

2  No. 

Settling  tanks 

6  No. 

Radial  filters 

4  No.  —  One  75’  diameter  : 

Three  90’  diameter 

Humus  tanks 

10  No. 

Drying  beds 

10  No. 

Digestion  pit 

1  No. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1965 


To  :  Dr.  H.  C.  T.  Smith, 

T  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Drainage  (new  or  reconstructed)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  118 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Ficensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  28 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  289 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act)  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Schools  and  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  156 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  720 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  .  85 

Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fishmongers,  Grocers  and 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  142 

Ice  Cream  Retailers,  Manufacturers  and  Restaurants  .  .  15 

Street  Hawkers’  Carts  and  Vehicles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

1,936 

Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ill 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ill 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  55 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  55 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  79 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  79 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  — 


General  Administration  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

A  total  of  407  enquiries  and  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 
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Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 

At  the  end  of  1965,  the  following  seven  properties  remained  without 
water  carriage  out  of  a  total  of  3,311  houses,  a  percentage  of  .21  in 
comparison  to  the  position  in  1946  when  the  percentage  of  privies  in  the 
district  was  nearly  50%  of  the  total  occupied  houses  : — 

Durham  Riding  Farm  —  no  main  sewer  available. 

Edgewell  East  Cottage  —  no  main  sewer  available. 

Wesley  Street  (house  unoccupied). 

St.  Thomas’  Terrace. 

No.  35a  Eront  Street 

Oaktree  Terrace. 

Blue  Bell  Bank  —  no  main  sewer  available. 

Housing 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  147  houses  in  the  district  had  received 
discretionary  grants  for  improvement  purposes,  the  average  grant  per 
house  being  approximately  ;^250.  In  addition,  a  total  of  16  houses  had 
received  a  standard  rant  under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

The  general  examination  and  inspection  of  properties  continued 
and  the  following  list  shows  work  etc.,  done  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts. 


Dampness  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  10 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  and  chimney  stacks  repointed  3 
Walls  repointed  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired.  .  4 

Eloors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  9 

Window  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ,  .  . .  . .  2 

W.C.’s  renewed,  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Yard  surfaces  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  96 

Dustbins  renewed  and  additional  dustbins  provided  .  .  32 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  21 

Scullery  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Gullies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  ,  .  .  ,  . .  7 

New  drainage.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Privies  and  privy  ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


HOUSING 


New  Houses  Completed 

During  the  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority  .  . 

50 

50 

(b) 

By  any  other  Housing  Authority  .  . 

— • 

— 

— 

(c) 

By  Private  Persons  .  . 

49 

49 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  ..  ..  ..  3,311 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  1,627 
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ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Closing  and  Demolition  No.  of  houses 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  ,  43 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  — 

3.  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  above  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Repairs 

Houses  made  fit 

5.  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  .  .  .  .  ,  .  — 

7.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

8.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction .  .  .  .  — 

Houses  patched 

9.  Houses  in  clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  year  for 

temporary  accommodation 

Clearance  Programme 

10.  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  programme  remain¬ 
ing  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


No.  of  separate 
houses 

A.  Discretionary  Grants  (Housing  Act  1949,  as  amended) 

1.  Application  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year.  .  5 

2.  Applications  rejected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

3.  Applications  approved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  .  .  ^300 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area  since 

inception  of  scheme  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  147 


B.  Standard  Grants  During 

(House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  the  Year 

1959  as  amended) 

1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  have  been  made  . .  .  ,  .  .  4 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with  : 

(a)  Bath  or  shower  ,  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  .  .  .  .  .  ,  4 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  . .  . .  .  .  4 

(d)  Water  closet  . .  . .  .  •  . .  — 

(e)  Food  store  . .  . .  . .  .  .  — 


Total 
to  Date 


16 


16 

16 

16 
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BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


9th  October,  1950. 


31st  December,  1953. 
1st  June,  1960. 

1st  January,  1961. 


Model  Byelaws,  Series  (1),  Ministry  of  Food. 
Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

For  securing  cleanly  conditions  and  practices 
in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 
Model  Byelaws  (Buildings). 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  24  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  61  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Housing 

Castle  Cottage  was  closed  for  habitation  early  in  1965  and 
negotiations  were  proceeding  to  close  the  last  railway  house  at  Mickley 
Junction. 

The  families  occupying  the  80  bungalows  at  Edgewell,  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  a  clearance  order  in  1964,  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  in  their  various  estates  and  the  houses  were  demolished  leaving 
the  site  available  for  future  housing  development. 

Following  the  increasing  number  of  complaints  received  from  occup¬ 
ants  of  the  Castle  Close  bungalows,  regular  inspections  of  these  properties 
were  carried  out  and  it  became  evident  that  these  temporary  dwellings, 
which  were  nearly  20  years  old,  had  come  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life. 
The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  were  informed  of  the 
position  and  it  was  expected  that  during  1966  a  commencement  would 
be  made  with  the  removal  of  these  houses. 

Older  terraced  houses  in  Biverfield  Road,  West  Wylam,  purchased 
from  the  National  Coal  Board,  were  to  be  improved  by  the  Council  and 
brought  up  to  a  good  standard  and  steps  were  being  taken  to  carry  out 
much  needed  improvements  in  pre-war  council  houses  at  Castle  Dene 
Estate. 

In  May,  the  last  of  the  gas-fired  centrally  heated  council  houses 
built  by  G.  Wimpey  and  Company  Limited  on  the  West  Wylam  Estate 
were  completed  and  occupied  which  brought  the  total  number  of  houses 
on  this  estate  to  762. 

Ten  houses  adjoining  the  Front  Street,  Prudhoe  were  under  cons¬ 
truction  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  handicapped  persons. 

The  Hillcrest  estate  of  61  private  houses  was  completed  during  the 
year  by  G.  Wimpey  and  Company  Limited. 

William  Leech  (Builders)  Limited  commenced  work  in  September 
on  preparing  the  site  south  of  Castle  Dene  for  177  private  houses. 


Drainage  Work 

A  considerable  amount  of  drainage  work  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
new  factory  for  Messrs.  Pointing  and  Son,  Low  Prudhoe  and  several 
small  private  works  have  been  done. 


Public  Conveniences 

These  premises  situated  at  Branch  End  and  Road  Ends,  Prudhoc 
have  required  continual  attention  to  keep  them  in  good  order  due  to 
repeated  acts  of  vandalism. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) 

I  have  again  to  record  that  this  service  was  carried  out  very  satis¬ 
factorily  in  spite  of  abnormal  sickness  at  times  and  also  the  increasing 
bulk  of  refuse  which  has  now  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of.  Three 
vehicles  were  in  use  for  collection,  and  disposal  was  at  the  West  Wylam 
Tip.  As  pointed  out  before  it  is  now  necessary  for  much  more  stringent 
methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  disposal  of  refuse  at  this  tip  due  to  the 
proximity  of  the  Eastwoods  School  and  the  West  Wylam  Housing  Estate 
and  plans  were  being  made  for  the  provision  of  a  machine  able  to  give 
some  measure  of  control  at  the  tipping  area  in  the  estimates  for  1966/1967. 

During  the  past  two  years,  the  number  of  requests  for  the  removal 
of  various  articles  of  old  furniture  has  increased  and  on  a  number  of 
occasions  it  was  found  that  when  houses  had  been  vacated  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  send  a  vehicle  specially  to  deal  with  the  amount  of  rubbish  left 
at  the  premises.  This  service  was  done  free  of  charge  so  that  the  district 
could  be  kept  as  tidy  as  possible  and  prevent  dumping  of  unwanted 
articles  on  roadside  verges,  etc. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 

The  register  at  the  end  of  1965  was  as  follows  : — 
Garages 

Joiners'  and  Builders’  Premises  .  . 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 
Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks  .  . 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering 
Battery  Charging  .  . 

Chemical  Works 

Miscellaneous  (Building  operations,  gravel  ex¬ 
traction,  etc.) 

Engineering  Works 


10 

7 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

10 

1 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . .  . .  . .  •  • 

19 

19 

' 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority 

19 

19 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

3 

3 

Total 

41 

41 

— 

— 

25 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork 

There  are  no  Outworkers. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Section  13  —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Butchers 

4 

Canteens 

3 

Clubs 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  . 

2 

General  Dealers 

47 

Hospital  Kitchens.  . 

2 

Public  Houses 

9 

School  Kitchens 

6 

Snack  Bars .  . 

1 

78 

— 

Unsound  Food 

Surrendered 

Pork 

4  lbs. 

Tongue 

6  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

18  lbs. 

Sausage 

31  lbs. 

Various  canned  foods,  etc. 

155  contrs. 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

Unsound  food  has  been  disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  West  Wy]am 

Tip. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  24  —  Sale  of  Horse  Flesh 

There  are  no  premises  dealing  in  horse  flesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16  Registration  of  Premises 
(Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  of  Sausages,  etc.) 

Regular  inspections  of  these  premises  have  continued  throughout 
the  year. 

There  is  no  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  urban  district,  all  ice 
cream  being  prepacked. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 

Sampling  of  Ice  Cream 

Two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Newcastle,  both  being  satisfactory  and  placed  in 
Grade  I. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Section  63  —  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  use. 

Inspection  and  Control  of  Milk  Supplies 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  Health  Department  took  ten 
samples  of  milk  as  sold  by  retailers  and  in  every  case  the  result  was 
satisfactory. 
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Water  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  urban  area  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company,  over  3,300  houses  and  a  population  of  10,600 
being  served,  and  throughout  the  year  the  supply  of  water  was  continu¬ 
ous  and  plentiful. 

Extensions  to  the  mains  were  carried  out  due  to  housing  develop¬ 
ment  at  West  Wylam.  Work  commenced  at  High  Mickley  on  the  cons¬ 
truction  of  a  concrete  service  reservoir  to  hold  120,000  gallons  of  water 
to  replace  the  existing  storage  tank  of  30,000  gallons. 

17  samples  of  water  taken  during  the  months  of  February  (3),  May 
(2),  June  (4),  August  (2),  October  (4)  and  November  (2)  from  properties 
on  the  Oaklands  Estate,  Castle  Dene  Estate,  central  area  of  Prudhoe  and 
Edgewell,  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the 
bacteriological  reports  received  showed  that  the  water  was  of  excellent 
quality. 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  are  always  very 
co-operative  in  dealing  with  any  matter  which  is  brought  to  their  at¬ 
tention  regarding  the  water  supply. 

Swimming  Pool 

The  Council’s  Swimming  Pool,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe  has  now  been 
in  use  for  nearly  four  years  and  continued  to  function  satisfactorily. 

Two  samples  of  pool  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examin¬ 
ation  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle,  and  the  reports 
showed  that  the  samples  were  of  the  highest  attainable  bacteriological 
standard. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269  —  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
No  licences  were  in  force  under  this  section. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Premises 

The  number  of  disinfections  carried  out  was  small  but  in  the  case  of 
disinfestation  of  premises,  there  was  quite  a  variation  of  insects  which 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  in  the  midst  of  the  summer  several 
wasps  nests  were  destroyed  by  the  rodent  operator. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health 

One  premise  only  in  this  categorv  was  used  as  a  cinema  and  bingo 

hall. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Section  107 

There  is  no  offensive  trade  in  the  district. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act. 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  necessary. 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act,  1962 

A  small  number  of  enquiries  were  received  during  the  year. 

Litter  Act,  1958 

Additional  litter  bins  were  provided  to  assist  in  keeping  the  district 
free  from  litter,  but  various  household  rubbish  continued  to  be  deposited 
in  various  parts  of  the  area  which  necessitated  special  collection  and 
disposal. 

Lodging  Houses 

There  is  no  common  lodging  house  in  Prudhoe. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Four  Certificates  of  Registration  were  issued  during  the  year  under 
this  Act. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

An  Act  to  make  fresh  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and 
welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  office  or  shop  premises  and 
provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed 
to  work  in  certain  railway  premises. 

The  year  1965  was  the  first  full  year  for  the  operation  of  this  Act. 
There  are  three  main  classes  of  enforcing  authorities  for  the  general 
provisions  —  local  authorities,  H.M.  Factory  Inspectors,  and  H.M. 
Inspectors  of  Mines  and  Quarries,  depending  on  the  class  of  premises 
concerned.  For  the  fire  provisions  there  are  two  enforcing  authorities 
—  fire  authorities  and  Factory  Inspectors  —  again  depending  on  the 
type  of  premises. 

At  the  end  of  1965,  sixty  four  premises  were  registered  with  this  local 
authority  under  the  above  Act  which  as  far  as  I  am  aware  covers  100% 
of  the  premises  within  the  urban  district. 

With  regard  to  the  Health,  Safety  and  Welfare  of  Employees  (General 
Provisions),  no  particular  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  operation  of 
Section  4  relating  to  Cleanliness.  The  only  trouble  arising  in  little-used 
back  premises. 

Section  5  —  Overcrowding 

No  overcrowding  was  found  on  any  of  the  inspections. 

Section  6  —  Temperature 

No  difficulty  was  found  with  regard  to  heating  in  offices  but  in  some 
shops,  attention  had  to  be  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactor}^  temperature 
obtaining  particularly  in  the  month  of  November  during  a  cold  spell  of 
weather.  It  was  necessary  to  ask  several  owners  of  premises  to  provide 
thermometers. 

Section  7  —  Ventilation 

vSo  far  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  this  Section, 
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Section  8  —  Lighting 

My  general  impressions  following  inspections  during  the  last  three 
months  of  1965  is  that  the  standards  of  lighting  both  natural  and  artificial 
in  shops  and  offices  were  generally  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  shops  and 
offices  in  this  area  are  small  and  the  number  of  employees  in  many  of 
them  is  only  two  or  three.  From  my  inspections  and  observations  during 
the  month  of  November,  the  position  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  and  in  no 
instance  was  it  necessary  to  ask  for  improved  lighting. 

Section  9  —  Sanitary  Conveniences 

This  section  has  been  operated  for  several  years  under  the  Hygiene 
Regulations  relating  to  premises  where  food  is  sold  and  covers  most  of 
the  shop  premises. 

Section  10  —  Washing  Facilities 

While  the  Washing  Facilities  Regulations,  1964,  did  not  come  into 
operation  until  the  1st  January,  1966  here  again  in  food  premises  suffici¬ 
ent  and  suitable  washing  facilities  had  already  been  provided. 

Section  11  —  Drinking  Water 

All  premises  within  the  district  were  provided  with  water  supplied 
from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  no 
problem  arose  with  regard  to  this. 

No  particular  action  was  needed  under  Sections  12,  13,  14  and  15. 
Under  Section  16,  owners  were  requested  to  deal  with  any  matter 
noted  during  inspection. 

Under  Section  24,  First  Aid  Boxes  were  provided. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  no  complaints  were  received  from 
employees  during  the  year  on  any  matter  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

_ 

13 

11 

Retail  shops 

- — ■ 

39 

39 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

1 

1 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to 
the  public, 
canteens  .  . 

1 

8 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

1 

64 

62 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  :  156 
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Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

No.  of  Persons 

employed 

Offices 

48 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments. 

214 

warehouses 

6 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public  .  . 

43 

Canteens .  . 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

3 

Total 

317 

Total  Males 

140 

Total  Females  .  . 

177 

There  was  one  reported  accident  during  the  year. 


Conclusion 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  encouragement  and  support; 
to  Dr.  Smith  who  became  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  January,  1965  for 
his  co-operation  ;  and  to  Miss  Gray  for  her  assistance  to  me  in  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Public  Health  Inspectuy. 
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PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Rodent  Control 

This  work  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  all  complaints 
received  being  thoroughly  investigated  and  dealt  with  and  considerable 
amount  of  survey  work  was  done  on  the  Council's  sewers.  No  large 
infestation  was  reported  during  the  year  and  no  problems  arose. 

Warfarin  continued  to  be  the  poison  used  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice  and  gave  every  satisfaction. 

The  tabulated  statement  gives  the  work  done  during  1965. 


Type  of  Property 

N on  -  Agri  cultural 

(I) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc. Coun¬ 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (i) 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

12 

3,260 

88 

3,360 

27 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
notification 

78 

10 

88 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

Minor  .  . 

— 

28 

4 

32 

— 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

31 

— 

31 

— 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

12 

113 

44 

169 

15 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

Minor  .  . 

1 

11 

— 

12 

— 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

3 

6 

1 

10 

— 

4 .  T otal  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g. 
when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

105 

13 

118 

6 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

Minor  .  . 

— • 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Minor  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

5.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re -inspect¬ 
ions  .  . 

6.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Sections  2,  3 
and  4)  treated  by  the  L.A. 

12 

83 

5 

100 

— 

